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The relations between participation in after-school
programs and talent classes and

children’s grades and behavioral adjustment in Tali City
Hsiu-chih Su
Department of Early Childhood Development and Education
Abstract
This study was intended to describe children’s participation in after-school
programs and talent classes, and its relations to children’s school grades and

behavioral adjustment. There were three major objectives.

1. To describe 2™, 4™ and 6" graders’ participation in after-school programs
and talent classes in Tali.

2. Toexamine the relations between participation in after-school programs and
talent classes and child and family characteristics.

3. Toexamine the relations between participation in after-school programs and
talent classes and children’s school grades and behavioral adjustment,

controlling for child and family-selection factors.

Results indicated that 207 (43.2%) children participated in after-school programs.
Among them, 142 (68.9%) attended private after-school programs outside
elementary schools, and 64 (31.1%) attended after-school programs inside
elementary schools. Of all 479 participating children, 292 (61.1%) attended talent
classes. Children in younger grades were more likely to attend after-school
programs, while children in higher grades were more likely to attend talent classes.

Children with higher-educated and employed parents with higher family income



were more likely to participate in after-school programs and talent classes.
Participation in after-school programs predicted poorer school grades and

behavioral adjustment; partcipation in talent classes predicted better school grades.



