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TV Trendy Drama Lavender:

A Construction and Representation of the Myth of Love

Daniel Ting-Huei Chao

Department of Communication Arts, Fu Jen Catholic University

The position of this research is that the study of television drama and trendy
drama in Taiwan ignores textual analysis at present. Nevertheless, textual specificity
is the key point to comprehend the popularity of television drama and trendy drama.
It adopts ‘The Popular Arts Approach’ suggested by British researcher J. McGuigan,
choosing Lavender as the research case. Lavender was the remarkable trendy drama
in the earliest embryonic stage that Taiwanese television station started self-producing
this dramatic genre in 2001. The aims of this research are, to understand visual
esthetics and cultural significations of Lavender, and to interpret how this trendy
drama constructs and represents the myth of love with appropriating, plagiarizing,
choosing and organizing the structural elements of text, based on three dimensions
including visual aesthetics, psychoanalysis and cultural codes.
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