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A Study on Current Status and Needs of Early Childhood
Educators’ In-service Education—Taking MiaoLi County as an

Example
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Department of Early Childhood Development andEducation
Chaoyang University of Technology

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the current status and needs of early
childhood educators’ in-service education in MiaoLi county. Both quantitative and
qualitative methods were applied to collect and analyze the data. The research
instruments included a questionnaire and 7 times of personal interviews.
Quantitative data was analyzed by descriptive analysis, t-test and ANOVA.
Qualitative data was coded and analyzed. Both kinds of data was inter-examined
and interpreted. The research findings showed that early childhood educators’
current in-service opportunities were not diverse enough. The approach of in-service
education they applied the most were attending educational programs held by social
or private institutes as well as self-directed reading. In fact, what they needed the
most were self-directed reading, having models to observe and learn from, and
attending activities with practicing opportunities. On the other hand, their needs of
in-service education content were high on average in all professional areas, especially
themes on parent-teacher cooperation as well as child development and learning.
Furthermore, “academic degree” was the background variable making the most
significant differences on in-service education “approach”, including attending
conference, attaining degrees, writing reflective journals and doing action research.
Coincidentally, these differences all happened in the same way that early childhood
educators with bachelor degrees needed more than whom with high school and junior
college diplomas. However, “academic degree” made none significant difference on
the “content” of in-service education.
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