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Li Tuixi’s Interpretation of the Traditional Confucian Concept
of Xing(Human Nature)
Liu Cheng-Wei

General Education Center, ChaoYang University of Technology

Abstract
Corea has been heavilit influenced by Confucian thought. During Li Tuxi’s life time
(1501-1570) the Neo-Confucian thought of Zhu Xi (1130-1200) became the official
ideology of Corea. Li Tuixi and his disciples based their thought on
Zhu Xi’s writing, but also expressed some original thoughts. This can be exemplified by
Li Tuixi’s ideas on human nature (xing). Li proposes that the “original human nature”
(benran zhi xing ) and the gi-based human nature are not completely separated, but that
within the gi-based the original human nature can be found. This differs from Zhu Xi’s
view , who proposes a strictly dualistic view on human nature.
Accordingly Li Tuixi stresses a form of self cultivation that starts with the concrete
individual who is to aquire a respectful (jing) view on things. Thus the Eastern ideal
personality of a benevolent exemplary man is proposed. This essay looks at the
differences between Li Tuixi and Zhu Xi in respect to their views on human nature and
the role Li Tuixi plays within the Asian cultural heritage.
Key words: Li Tuixi, Zhu Xi, Human nature, the fou Sprouts of Virtue, the seven
Emotions.



