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Abstract
“An Investigation of the Huangmei Opera Film Genre” is a doctoral research project
which comprises a vivid documentary series and academic writing in order to advance a
film research mode grounded in practitioner research, where the activity of filmmaking
and the study of film theory support and reflect on each other. This essay applies the
auteur approach to analyze the cinematic aesthetics of Huangmei Opera films of Li Han
Hsiang, the most important director of the Huangmei Opera film genre.Li’s cinematic
spectacles simulate the visual spirit of Chinese landscape painting, which is derived from
Taoist ideology about space and time. The philosophy of Taoism has not only influenced
the visual representation of Chinese landscape painting but also reflects the Chinese
people’s way of life that embodies their yearning to be in harmony with nature. Li
adapted these visual concepts and ideology to create a utopian ancient Chinese world in
his Huangmei Opera films.
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