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Abstract

In 2006, Chaoyang University of Technology administrated an English placement
test, made by Foreign Language Center (FLC), to level freshmen and place them in
appropriate English classrooms. This study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of
Freshman English placement test at Chaoyang University of Technology by the following
aspects: 1)To examine the reliability, difficulty and discrimination of the placement test; 2)
To examine the correlation between the placement test and Technological and Vocational
Joint College Entrance Examination; 3) To examine the correlation between the
placement test and on-line basic GEPT simulated examination; 4) To investigate students’
attitude toward the placement test. The results indicate that the placement test made by
FLC is stable and reliable. The test difficulty is intermediate which is appropriate for
leveling freshmen at Chaoyang University of Technology. In addition, the placement test
has a significant positive correlation with Technological and Vocational Joint College
Entrance Examination and on-line basic GEPT simulated examination. Furthermore, the
survey results indicate that most students well understood the purpose and the importance
of the placement test. They were also satisfied with the test procedures and
viewed the placement test seriously.
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