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The English School of International Relations:
Continuity and Change

Abstract

In international relations theory, the English School has not been greatly
recognized. One of the most significant moments in British International Relations
thinking occurred in the late 1950s when a group of scholars gathered to form a
Committee to investigate the fundamental questions of “International theory”. The
first formal meeting of the British Committee, in 1959, signifies the symbolic origins
of the English School. In the Cold War, the English School was always at the
peripheral of international relations, and this is because its core ideas could not be
entirely recognized by American academia which dominates the study of international
relations. In fact, the core ideas of English School are invaluable, such as international
society and classical methodology. After the Cold War, the value of English School is
more noticeable, and therefore more and more scholars including American academia
pay more attention to its existence. The aim of this article is to understand the basic
conception of English School and its progression.
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