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Young Children’s Chinese Language Communication in
Representational Play: Cases of Bilingual and Half-day

English Classes

Abstract

The purposes of this study are to investigate how two children from two types of
classes, bilingual and half-day English classes, communicated with peers in
representational play. The researcher used qualitative and quantitative research
methods to explore the types of communication they engaged and the characteristics
of the communication in the play.

The results of this study are stated as follows: (1) Nini and Fifi both liked to
participate in representational play. They also exhibited persistence and rich verbal
communication in play. (2) As to the types of verbal communication, Nini exhibited
the most amount of “pretend communication statements are appropriate for the role
that the child has adopted”, and the least amount of “designating the make-believe
identities of objects”. Fifi also exhibited the most amount of “pretend communication
statements are appropriate for the role that the child has adopted”, however, the least
amount of “assigning roles”. (3) Nini, the one in bilingual class, exhibited four
characteristics while playing, including: an expert of expressing thoughts, good
communications with peers, showing respect while communicating with peers, and an
exhibition of courage to defend self-rights and interests”. Fifi, the one in half-day
English class, exhibited three characteristics: creative and rich language expression,
communication with authoritative tone, and make the best use of communications to
satisfy curiosity.

Key words: Bilingual Class, Chinese Language Communication, Half-Day English
Class, Representational Play, Sociodramatic Play



