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English Exams, Learning and Teaching in a
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Department of English, Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages

Abstract

“Washback” is the influence of testing on language teaching and
learning. Researchers have paid most of their attention to the
washback of tests on teaching. Little has been discussed about the
influence of testing on learning. The purpose of this paper was to
explore the washback effects of the Test of English for International
Communication (TOEIC) on adult learners in a TOEIC preparation
class. Fifteen adult learners participated in the study, and the
mix-method approach was used for the research design. Both
quantitative and qualitative data revealed mixed reactions of washback
effects on learning, both positive and negative. The results of the study
also suggested that teachers and learners factors had greater impact on
types of washback effects. On the basis of current understanding of
washback, suggestions for reinforcing positive washback on learning
are offered.
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