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Hong-Yi Fa-Shi in the Eyes of Zi-Kai Feng:
A Discussion on Influences and Images in Feng’s Works

Li-Wen Chang

Associate Professor, General Education Center, Chao-Yang University of Technology

Abstract

Zi-Kai Feng(1898-1975) is a versatile artist. In 1914, he entered
Zhe-Jiang Provincial First Normal College and Shu-Tong Li was his
teacher of painting and music in the college. Afterward, the two men
began a deep interaction that is both a friendship and a teacher-student
relationship. This paper first analyzed how Zi-Kai Feng became a painter.
The most important key is the encouragement of Shu-Tong Li. Long after,
Zi-Kai Feng described that the works of Hong-Yi Fa-Shi especially
emphasized in characteristic building. The teacher’s moral “First
characteristic, then arts” also became Feng’s lifelong rule. Feng’s works in
which described Hong-Yi Fa-Shi are very different from other articles
describing Fa-Shi. In surmising his reason of becoming a monk, Feng
proposed a theory of “three floors”. In describing Fa-Shi’s works, Feng
did not record Fa-Shi’s hardship as a monk but emphasized on the details
of their interaction. This makes the person who is described in the words
becomes three-dimension. Therefore, Feng’s prose in portraying people
becomes valuable and important references in biographical literature.

Keyword: Zi-Kai Fen, Shu-Tong Li, Prose
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