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A Study to The Evolution and Lettering Styles of
“Gothic Textura” in The Medieval Manuscript
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Abstract

Through organizing its social background and lettering evolution, this research focuses on the
Gothic Textura, which was commonly used in European late medieval manuscripts, to establish the
sequence of idea for analyzing the typeface style, and become the reference for criticizing the original
concept in the very beginning of printing lettering as well. By discussing the related documents and
analyzing the letterform, we classify the evolution of gothic letters into two steps: the early gothic
(11th to 12th century) and the gothic textura (13th to 15th century), and then conclude their calligraphy,
construction, characteristics, and lettering. According the analysis and comparing with other
letterforms, there are three directions to discuss the effects of gothic letters to the development of
Western letterforms: (1) its unique and effects, (2) the conflict between function and decoration, (3)
from period to cultural. Finally, adding the discussion of cultural causes and the rise of Rome typeface,
the relationship between the gothic script and the renaissance typeface design for the future study
topics was presented as follows: (1) the development of gothic script books and the rise of printing, (2)
the very beginning of typeface used in the North Europe, (3) the South gothic letter and the
development of Rome typeface.

Keywords: Gothic Textura, Calligraphy, Medieval Manuscript



